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Absract:

This research, titled "Dawud Ibn Marwan Al-Mugammis: His
Methodology and Sources in the Study of Jewish Theology"”,
highlights the personal themes of Dawiid Ibn Marwan Al-Mugammis,
who belonged to the early generation in the history of Judeo-Arabic
philosophy and contributed to its rational formation during the 9th
century CE. It explores the connection between this philosophical
movement and the history of Islamic philosophy, reflecting the
momentum of cultural interaction and the existence of a common
ground for dialogue and communication.

To provide insight into the dialectical method and the contents of
Islamic theology (kalam), its structure, and the extent to which
Mu‘tazilite thought was integrated into his work, Al-Mugammis
authored his principal book, "Twenty Chapters- Ishrin Magala", as a
rational analysis of God, the world, and humanity—the three central
themes cherished by philosophers.

In an effort to reclaim a part of Arab-Islamic heritage that
demonstrates the practice of rational inquiry, this research employs a
descriptive-analytical methodology to analyze the responses and
criticisms articulated by "the other theologian" (Al-Mugammis) on
issues such as proving the temporal creation of the world through
substances and accidents, rejecting the application of categories of
quality and quantity to the Divine Essence, and addressing human
agency, discernment, and the rejection of predestination.

In light of the research problem related to fundamental questions
about its intellectual tributaries, its approach to religious
argumentation and responding to others, the researcher monitored a
number of responses to these questions, which were regularly
represented in his approach based on “critical ability, presenting the
question to silence the opponent, requesting proof, then comparison,
questioning, defining words, and finally what is related to
confinement and invalidation, probing and division, as a type of
mental division.” Since Al-Mugammis was aware of the importance of
establishing a rational understanding of Judaism, and the challenges
imposed by environmental circumstances, he drew rational weapons
from the Mu'tazila's theses, and did not deviate from their concepts in
the discussions of justice, and in opposing the determinists, the
anthropomorphists, those who deny accidents, prophecies, and those
who deny truths.

Keywords: Al-Mugammis, Theology, Al-Kindi, Jewish Theology,
Mu ‘tazila.
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Chapters: (‘Ishriin Maqala), Edited, Translated and Annotated by
Sarah Stroumsa, BRILL, 1989.

-Schreiner: Martin, Der Kalam in der jiidischen Literatur, Berlin, H.
Itzkowski ,1895.

Wolfson: Harry Austryn , Repercussions of the Kalam in Jewish
Philosophy, Harvard University Press (1979).

1l gally edlaal) — LG
s ) A5l

ol sl s B el S (U589 amull 48 raes -
Arala ¢ Dlall il Al el Chugy G el clalie Yy LY

(Y ¢ 00 Y 2l (VY alad) by aslall Fupyal) Alaall 1y

1A jalady) dalli—
-Shammai,: Haggai Ben, Kalam in medieval Jewish philosophy, in a

book "History of Jewish Philosophy”, Edited By Daniel Frank,
Oliver Leaman, routledge, New York, 1997.

- Sklare: David, Responses to Islamic Polemics by Jewish
Mutakallimin in the Tenth Century, in abook: The Majlis
interreligious Encounters in Medieval Islam (Harrassowitz Verlag,
1999).

- Sklare: David, Mu‘tazili Trends in Jewish Theology- A Brief
Survey,( Islami Ilimler Dergisi, Y1l 12, Cilt 12, Say1 2, Giiz 2017).:

- Stroumsa: Sarah, From the Earliest Known Judaeo-Arabic
Commentary on Genesis, JSAI 27 (2002).

- Stroumsa: Sarah, Soul-searching at the Dawn of Jewish —

Philosophy: A Hitherto Lost Fragment of al-Mugammas’s Twenty
Chapters, Ginzei Qedem 3 (2007).



