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The Qatari Question in the Context of Ottoman-British

Rivalry in the Arabian Gulf Region (1871-1914):
A Historical Inquiry Based on Ottoman Archival Documents
Abstract

This study investigates the “Qatari Question,” a historical
dispute emblematic of the geopolitical contest between the Ottoman
Empire and Great Britain over the sovereignty of the Qatari Peninsula
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It highlights
the strategic measures adopted by the Ottomans to defend their
territorial claims in Qatar amid increasing British influence between
1871 and 1914.

The research seeks to answer critical questions: What were the
most pivotal phases in the development of the Qatari Question? What
circumstances gave rise to the Ottoman-British confrontation in
Qatar, and how did it unfold? What stance did the Ottoman
administration adopt toward Britain's expanding presence? And to
what degree did diplomatic channels serve as viable means of
resolving the conflict?

Aimed at tracing the chronological development of this issue,
the study probes the historical dynamics underpinning the Ottoman—
British rivalry over Qatar, particularly with respect to Ottoman
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assertions of sovereignty over the regions of Zubarah and Al-Udaid. It
further examines the Ottoman government’s position on Britain’s
growing influence and scrutinizes the bilateral negotiations that sought
a definitive resolution to the Qatari Question.

This research draws extensively on Ottoman archival material,
allowing for a nuanced reconstruction of the origins and progression
of the Qatari Question, as well as a close examination of the Empire’s
formal policies opposing British encroachment.

The nature of the inquiry necessitated the use of historical
methodology, wherein a critical historiographical approach was
employed to address the study’s central concerns. Among the key
findings is that the intensification of Ottoman—British tensions—
particularly following the successful Al-Ahsa campaign led by Midhat
Pasha in 1871—culminated in the emergence of what came to be
historically recognized as the Qatari Question. Central to the dispute
was Britain’s skepticism regarding Ottoman jurisdiction over Zubarah
and Al-Udaid.

Keywords: Qatari Question, Ottoman Empire, Great Britain, Arabian
Gulf.
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