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The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on air travel in
the Sultanate of Oman and associated global air
transport markets.

Abstract:

Air travel in the Sultanate of Oman and its associated regions
has been significantly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. The
effects began to appear since the beginning of the epidemic in 2020,
as many countries imposed travel restrictions and movement
restrictions to limit the spread of the virus. These measures caused a
sharp decline in passenger traffic and a reduction in flights, which
greatly affected the aviation sector in Oman and its surrounding areas.

This study aims to highlight the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic on air travel in the Sultanate of Oman and the associated
global aviation markets by identifying air traffic from 2019-2022, and
analyzing the impact of the pandemic on the number of passengers
traveling and flights. In its methodology, this study relied on some
statistical and geostatistical methods in the Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) environment, in analyzing data represented by the
simple and multiple linear regression method to determine the effect
of the independent variables (numbers of passengers traveling -
numbers of infections with the Covid-19 virus) on the dependent
variable (numbers of flights).

The study concluded that the Covid-19 pandemic had a
significant impact on the decrease in the number of passengers
traveling and flights as a result of the closure of airports, curfews, and
imposing travel restrictions to limit the spread of the pandemic in the
Sultanate of Oman.
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