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Ethical Documents in the Arab World and their Role in

Supporting Science and Technology: The Charter of
Science and Technology Ethics in the Arab Region as a
Model.

Wael Ahmed abdalla sabra’”
Mostafa Abd Elraouf Rashed(”

Abstract:

This study tests a key hypothesis that ethical documents have a
significant role in supporting science and technology in the Arab
world. The document, "The Charter of Science and Technology Ethics
in the Arab Region” has been selected as a model to highlight the
importance of ethical documents. The document was issued in 2019by

( )Lecturer of Philosophy of Science and Research Methods in the Department of
Philosophy - Faculty of Arts - Sohag University.

( )Teacher of Values and Philosophy of Ethics in the Department of Philosophy -
Faculty of Arts - Sohag University.
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UNESCO in cooperation with the UNESCO Regional Office for
Science in the Arab Countries in Cairo. It was prepared by a group of
experts and specialists in ethics from different Arab countries and
edited by Bahaa Darwish, Professor of Philosophy at Minia
University, member of the International Committee for Bioethics
UNESCO - Paris. The study consists of an introduction, four parts and
a conclusion. The first part acts as a prelude, in which the study shows
the concept of moral documents, their importance, and their types. In
the second part, the study presents the reality of the Arab society and
its need for a comprehensive document on the ethics of science and
technology; this is because all the existing ethical documents are
either on medical ethics or bioethics. The third part analyzes the ethics
of science and technology in the Arab region. The fourth part offers
critical proposals complementary to the document and shows the
extent of the Arab community’s need for ethical documents in other
areas. To achieve the desired goal, the study relies on three main
approaches: the descriptive analytical approach, the critical approach,
and the comparative approach.

Key words: ethics, moral documents, science, technology, Arab
region, The Charter.
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Administrative Role, 4th edition, San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers, 1998, p.
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39—Bechir Chourou: Promoting Human Security: Ethical, Normative and
Educational Frameworks in the Arab States, UNESCO, 2005, P. 23.
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42— Bechir Chourou: Promoting Human Security: Ethical, Normative and
Educational Frameworks in the Arab States, Op. Cit, Pp. 24, 25.
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Perspectives on the Professions, Vol. 19, No. 1, Fall 1999, P. 3.
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63 — Noretta Koertge: Towards A Popperian Sociology Of Science: The Problem

Of Credit, 1.C. Jarvie and N. Laor (eds.), Critical Rationalism, Metaphysics and
Science: Essays for Joseph Agass, Kluwer Academic Publishers, Vol. I, 1995, p.
204.
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64- Noretta Koertge: Science, Values, and the Value of Science, Philosophy of
Science, Vol. 67, Supplement, Proceedings of the 1998 Biennial Meetings of the
Philosophy of Science Association. Part I1: Symposia Papers (Sep., 2000)., P. 52.
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66- C. Hetzner and V. A. Schmidt: Bringing Moral Back In: Role of Formal

Philosophy in Effective Ethical Public Administration, International Journal of

Public Administration, vol. 8, No. 4, 1986, P. 450.
67- Ethics For The 21st Century, Op. Cit., P. 5.
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