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The Influence of the Christian Right on the George W.
Bush Administration (2000-2008)

Faisal Makheet Abduallah Abou Saleeb
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Abstract

To elucidate the Christian right’s influence on the politics of the
George W. Bush administration (2000-2008), this study seeks to
answer four questions: What is the Christian right in the United
States? Does the Christian right exert influence on U.S. politics in
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general and/or on the policy of George W. Bush in particular? If so,
then how did the Christian right influence the domestic and foreign
policy of the Bush administration? Last, what were the most important
factors of the Christian right’s influence on the Bush administration’s
domestic and foreign policy? To answer those questions, a case study
was conducted that followed the descriptive analytical method.
Among its results, the Christian right does indeed influence U.S.
politics in general and did influence the Bush administration’s politics
in particular. Not only did the Christian right influenced the
administration’s domestic policy, particularly regarding abortion,
same-sex marriage, social programs, the relation between church and
state, and other social and religious issues, but also its foreign policy
pertaining to support for Israel based on religious justifications, the
war on terror after the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, and the
withdrawal from international treaties such as the Kyoto Protocol and
from the International Criminal Court. Other results indicated the
Christian right’s influence on the Bush administration stemmed from
factors including not only Bush’s personal and ideological background
insofar as it related to the Christian right’s ideology but also senior
members of his administration affiliated with the ideology, including
U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft, senior speechwriter Mick
Gerson, and Secretary of Education Rod Paige. Furthermore, the
domestic and foreign impacts of the attacks on September 11 ranked
among the most important factors of the Christian right’s influence on
U.S. politics in general and the Bush administration’s policy in
particular.

Keywords: Christian right, U.S. politics, George W. Bush
administration
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